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1NDODORYLAIMUS ALI & PRABHA, 1974 
(NEMATODA, DORYLAIMIDA): PROPOSED 
DESIGNATION OF A TYPE SPECIES BY USE OF THE 
PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 2335 

By Qaiser H. Baqri ( Zoological Survey of India, 

27 Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Calcutta-700016, India ) 

The purpose of this application is to provide a valid type 
species for the genus Indodorylaimus Ali & Prabha, 1974 because 
the originally designated type species was misidentified. The facts 
are as follows. 

2. Yeates, 1970, described Thornenema wickeni from 
female specimens only. Ali & Prabha, 1974, described a population 
collected in India consisting of both sexes, and misidentified it as T. 
wickeni . They described the tails of the males as similar to those of 
the females. 

3. As the male and female tails are dissimilar in Thornenema 
Andrassy, 1959, Ali & Prabha, 1974, proposed a new genus 
Indodorylaimus and designated T. wickeni as the type species. 

4. For the present study, the type material of Thornenema 
wickeni was borrowed from the Rothamsted Experimental Station, 
and Ali & Prabha’s material misidentified as T. wickeni was made 
available by the Museum voor Dierkunde, Rijkuniversiteit, Ghent, 
Belgium. A comparative study showed that the type specimens of T. 
wickeni differ from Ali & Prabha’s specimens in the following 
characters: the lip region is narrower and less sclerotised, the 
amphids are differently shaped. In the paratypes, the cuticle is finely 
striated and the expanded part of the oesophagus is not highly 
muscular, as against the coarsely striated cuticle and highly 
muscular expanded basal part of the oesophagus in Ali & Prabha’s 
specimens. The vulva and vagina are also differently shaped. This 
shows clearly that the specimens on which Indodorylaimus Ali & 
Prabha, 1974 was based were misidentified. The species that was 
before Ali & Prabha has no valid name. The name Indodorylaimus 
elongatus is here proposed for it. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature is therefore asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations 
of type species hitherto made for the genus 
Indodorylaimus Ali & Prabha, 1974 and to designate 
Indodorylaimus elongatus Baqri, 1982, as type 
species of that genus; 

(2) to place the generic name Indodorylaimus Ali & 
Prabha, 1974 (gender: masculine), type species, 
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Indodorylaimus elongatus Baqri, 1982, by 
designation under the plenary powers in (1) above, 
on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name elongatus Baqri, 1982, as 
published in the binomen Indodorylaimus elongatus 
(specific name of type species of Indodorylaimus Ali 
& Prabha, 1974) on the Official List of Specific 
Names in Zoology. 
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